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A meeting of the Executive Committee was held on Wednesday, 09.03.2011 at 3.30 p.m. at Association’s office, Karachi. 

1) To confirm minutes of the EC meeting held on 07.11.2010. 

The minutes of the above meeting were approved by all present. 
Matters Arising:
a) Mr.Amir Ali Jamal informed after consulting Capt.S.Kamal Ahmed Mahmoodi and Mr.M.Kareem Ispahani an investment of Rs.500,000 was made in the National Savings Scheme (NSS) in Soldier Bazar Branch and accordingly certificates were issued. However, after some days NSS declined to continue the investment due to  objection raised by NSS Head Office that private entities are not allowed such investment and only public entities are allowed. He recommended that PSAA keep this amount in its current account to meet the immediate expenses of traveling in view of the CCP issue. All present agreed to his proposal.

b) Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar inquired about Port Health Officer (PHO’s) attitude after the meeting. Capt.Kamal Mahmoodi and Capt.Nusrat Iqbal responded that they have news about improvement in his behaviour.   

2) To discuss CCP Show Cause Notice (SCN) and response thereto.   
Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar informed CCP served SCN on 14.02.2011 which was replied under legal advice from our Legal Consultant, Mr.Abdur Rahman on 04.03.2011. Subsequently personal hearing is scheduled for 22.03.2011 which will be attended by himself alongwith Mr.Abdur Rahman (Legal Consultant) and Mr.Amir Ali Jamal.  
(2)
Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar informed that he has received several calls from Members about the search of PSAA office by CCP. Therefore, on 14.01.2011 Secretariat issued a circular to all Members informing them about the situation. 
Mr.Abdur Rahman added what PSAA had done (in terms of recommending ancillary charges) was before CCP’s existence and that too at the behest of Government and various organizations and suggested that PSAA may agree to cease issuing any recommendations pertaining to Ancillary charges in future. 
3) To discuss FTO proceedings.  
Mr.Amir Ali Jamal informed that next date of hearing is scheduled for 10.03.2011 which he alongwith Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar will attend. He also requested Ms.Ava A.Cowasjee to join which she kindly agreed.    
4) To discuss progress on items discussed with PIFFA on 01.02.2011. 
Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar informed that PIFFA Chairman informed that PIFFA is seeking legal opinion from lawyers on default payment issues.  
Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar added that there is good progress on Carriage of Goods by Sea Bill and it will become an Act in near future as due to efforts of PIFFA and PSAA the Secretary (Ports & Shipping), Secretary (Commerce) and Members of the Standing Committee on Ports & Shipping of the National Assembly had discussed it in their recent meeting and supported this Bill. 
5) To discuss progress on tasks assigned to Mr.Kareem Ispahani.   

Mr.Amir Ali Jamal informed that as far he is aware there is no progress and Mr.Kareem Ispahani is currently out of country.
Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar asked Mr.Amir Ali Jamal to send him an email and find out status of the items assigned to him. 

6) Any other business with the permission of the Chair.
a) Information in respect of the Afghan Transit Trade Cargo imported in Transit during the period 01.01.2007 to 31.10.2010

Dr.Muhammad Nadeem Memon DC (AIB), and Mr.Salamat Ali, DC (PaCCS) were invited in the EC meeting to brief the EC with respect to the above issue. Mr.Memon informed about the investigation regarding Afghan cargo containers scam being conducted on the orders of the Supreme Court and FTO. He informed that FTO is of the opinion that approximately 15,550 containers have been mismanaged resulting in the evasion of billions of rupees in taxes and duties. Therefore, Customs have been asked to provide complete details by Supreme Court.   

Mr.Memon appreciated and thanked PSAA and its members for their help and efforts to collect the data in this regard for verification and assessment. However, he added that some of the Members have not yet provided the data. PSAA assured that every effort has been and will be made to approach the remaining members to do so at the earliest failing which Customs may initiate action as per law. As for non-members, Customs may approach them directly.     
(3)

b) Withholding Tax (WHT) Ancillary charges   
The meeting discussed query of M/s.Security Packers as to whether Freight Forwarders are supposed to deduct WHT as per FBR tax rules from the invoice of Shipping Lines/Agents on account of payment on different ancillary charges i.e.  Container Detention, THC, Insurance, DO charges, etc. It was decided to request all EC Members to provide views/input of their tax advisor on this issue. 
c) FPCCI

Mr.Tariq Haleem informed that he is regularly attending FPCCI meetings which wants to work on all issues with PSAA.

Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar requested Mr.Tariq Haleem to arrange a meeting with President of FPCCI.

d) Membership Applications 

Mr.Amir Ali Jamal informed that M/s Trans Maritime (Pvt) Ltd. and M/s Chun On Global Logistics (Pvt) Ltd.  have applied for Association’s membership.

All present approved membership application of M/s.Trans Maritime. However, application of M/s.Chun On Global Logistics was withheld for further deliberation.

There being no other business, the meeting terminated at 17:00 hours with a vote of thanks to the Chair.
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